
 

 

WORK-RELATED TRAVEL 
Sometimes it's fly-in, fly-out to the mines or like me, you have to go overseas to work. There are a few 
important tips, but can I just maybe speak first of all, to moms in this situation, moms, you're very 
important in helping the kids understand why dad's away. And one of my heroes in this regard is the 
Clough family. Harold Clough used to have to go away, but his wife was always encouraging the children 
when he wasn't there on their school assembly days, she would say, "Dad would be here. He would love 
to be here. You know, he loves you, but he's off in Saudi Arabia, building a dam. And by building a dam, 
all those people are going to get water for their fields and they're going to be able to eat properly. And 
then they're going to have electricity. So dad's doing some really good things." 
 As a consequence, when dad got home, the kids would run up to him and ask him "Dad, how did 
the dam go? How's the electricity going? Tell us how the people have benefited." And the kids continue 
to love their dad. And didn't feel resentful because the mother never made them feel resentful. There's 
a way in which moms can be really powerful in avoiding resentment and helping kids understand why 
their dad's away because he loves them and he's working for them. And for others. 
  
 
SUCCESS 
I wonder how you measure success in life. When I became Western Australian of the year, people 
imagined that this was a measure of success in my life, and it was really exciting, but to be honest, it 
wasn't as exciting as people imagine. And what I've learned is that I'd much rather be at home with my 
family, having a barbecue with friends. And I wonder why that is, of course I've loved the opportunity 
I've had as Western Australian of the year opportunities to speak and make a difference. And maybe 
that's why you're listening to me now. But I've learned that it's not my measure of success. I wonder 
why it is that I'd rather have time with my family and friends at a barbecue. I think it's because over the 
years I've invested in that. 
 And I've really been surprised. I've invested often because I thought I should. But this turned out 
that I love it. What worries me, I think is that people let other people define successful. Of course, if 
you're a professional golfer, your professional life is defined by a scorecard, but your personal life 
cannot be defined by that scorecard. So don't let anyone else define success for you. And when it comes 
to your family life, you have to choose what will it successful family life look like. No one else can define 
that for you. 
  
TWO 14 YEAR OLD GIRLS 
And I'd like to tell you a true story of two 14 year old girls, both were very hormonal and emotional and 
I've changed their names, but the first is Annabelle. She was beautiful, but she wasn't confident. And so 
she acted out at school, got into trouble. And her dad was just a bit too busy to help her. And when he 
was there, he just expressed annoyance and disappointment. She knows that he loved her, but he just 
didn't know what to do. She started staying out late and drinking. She ended smoking marijuana, and 
then she became a drug addict. I saw her when she was in a heroin recovery group and she said I know 
my dad loved me and I'm not blaming him for my heroin addiction. 
 It's just that if he'd reached out and hugged me instead of being annoyed and criticizing me, I 
don't think I would have been a heroin addict. The second 14 year old girl, Brenda was similar. And she 
started going out late with the boys and their dad started to think I'm a bit worried about this. He said to 
Brenda, I need to talk to you about boys and sex. And she looked at, she looked him in the eye and she 
said, dad, you're too late. Dads you've got to get in early talk to your girls, hug them. Teenage girls need 
hugs from their dads. They need to know that you're listening and that you care. 
  
WHY DO WE NEED A FATHERING PROJECT? 



 

 

Sometimes people ask me, why do we need a Fathering project nowadays. People wouldn't have had 
that 500 years ago. Surely it's all just gut feeling. Trust me. It is not. It is a much tougher world now for a 
start. Kids are exposed to things that 500 years ago, weren't an issue. Drugs, binge drinking, 
cyberbullying, obesity, pornography. At the same time, dads have less capacity to help kids. They're 
spending more time at work. There's more divorce and separation. They have less good role models. 
And of course, nowadays dads don't live around their own family. 500 years ago, kids had uncles and 
grandparents, all helping being father figures. Pretty much nowadays dads are doing it on their own. 
And if their dad wasn't much good, what chance if they got no matter how much they love their kids. So 
dads, it's a tough world out there. You have to bother to learn. The Fathering project can help you. So 
look up the Fathering project.org, and we can send you regular tips and provide you with other 
resources. 
  
MY HERO – ZIAUDDIN 
And today I'd like to honor a man called Ziauddin. Most of you would never have heard of him. He's a 
Pakistani. He had a daughter, but he grew up in rural Pakistan. And in rural Pakistan, girls were never a 
cause for celebration, but for shame. And as she grew up, she was taught one virtue. Don't go to school, 
just learn to be obedient to a man. Education for girls is impossible, but he refused to follow suit and he 
celebrated his daughter and encouraged her against tradition to enroll in school. In October 2012 a 
gunman stepped onto her school bus and shot her in the head. She only just survived, but now she fights 
for education for girls in Pakistan and elsewhere. And in 2014, she was awarded the Nobel peace prize 
and name is Malala and she credits her father for empowering her to feel like a worthwhile person as a 
girl. If you're a dad out there, do that for your daughters. If you'd like more information, ideas or tips on 
this subject, just Google the Fathering project. 
 


